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" 
‘MEMORANDUM for the Director. 


Felloewing is the report of activities for Yellowstone Sations] Park for the 
month of February 134.,: 


‘ Seether Conditions. The weather during february coupared favorably with 
‘February & year ago and showed a marked inerease in precipitation over the past 
_ two months. A total of 21.5 inches of snowfall wae recorded at “amacth during 
the month with 1.31 inches precipitation, as azninst 21 inches of snowfall and 
i. inch Precipitation & year ago. Sub-gere page ocurred on three 

. ~9° on the 10th, -7 on the 15th and -5° on the 17th. ‘the nazinua ten- 
ture for the month was j:° on the third id the sinieun -9° on the 10th. 
2 were 11 inches cif snow on the grouri at Yex<oth on the last day of the 
There were 15 cloudy days during *sbrwary, © partly cloudy and © olwar 
@aye. the greatest amount of precipitation recorded for a 2y-hour period was 
(066 inch on the 9th in the form of & inches of snow. “recipitation was recorded 
iz éays.. 


The lowest temperature for the park was -30° et “gst Yellowstone on the 
t, while the highest was 7°? et Sechler on the 3rd. in contrast with the 
ding 53 winter months, considerable snowfall was recorded over the entire 
but ® marked deficiency for the entire winter etill exists. 


4 snow survey of the Snake River Drainage Area suede by the “eclamation 
ice showed that the anowfsll was 69) of normal (mean annusl; and the water 
was 52.3%. Present conditions compared to the lowest year (1951) showed 
/ meen snow depth over the entire area as 57.6 inches for 194; end <3. inches 
for 1951 and the wean water content 9.0 inches for 194: a8 against 5.2 inches 
for 1951. ‘thie indiented increase (during ‘ebruary) amounting to a gain, om an 
cumulative basic, of 67% of normal for the Snake Hiver drainage. cespite this 
gain the Seclamation Gervice observer forecasts “greatly reduced streaa flow 
riy in the 19), seasen." 


A comparison of snow depths at the end of the month for the past 10 years 
Some points in the park follows: 


1935 1936 1937 1958 1939 9p Jul Ide 19.3 Idd 


elo kanch ll 0 27 = ww ly if) 1B 1 50 10 
River 2 HH 9 & 64 37 36 PW ihe5 
Sutrance 20 bo 45 36 au 16 au 50 18.5 

> 36 30 32 2 2 9 pS OG OY 

20 38 26 igo 26 31 31 54 68 26 

65 26 8 7 6 6.6 21 7 2 £20 
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Loeat ion 1953 1996 1957 1936 Ig% 19,0 19,1 Wie 1955 1944 
Snake River 38 7 38 Wi 6 iW 52 5 ~~ 38 
Tower Falls 16 40 21 22 li 15 ily é 42 15 


Reet Yellowstone 31 55 50 3g iy 32 23 39 76 28 


Special Activities. Superintendent fogers wes in lenver on soificial business 
| sconedted sith Che park until February 15 whan he left to return to the Yellow- 
stone. Ue arrived back in damnoth on the evening of the 16th. On February 27, 
accompanied by “hief Ranger barrows, a trip wes made to Selena to seet with the 
Montana State Fish and Game Commission on wildlife matters affecting the cars. 
They returned on the 29th. 


Assistant Superintendent Jchnston was Acting Superintendent in the absence 
| of Superintendent Rogers and he made a tric to Leurel, “Montene on the 15th te 
| meet the Superintendent amd bring him beck to the park. “FH “ebruary 5 desares. 
Johnston, Sauer, Joffe, ‘Yohlbrandt and -cule attended a Chamber of Conmerce 
mesting in Livingston at which Severnor Yord of Montana spoke on water conser- 
vation and on the 7th Aeting Superiotendent Johnston attended « Notary set ing 
in Livingston with Messrs. Sauer, Joffe and Judge “ileox. 


The Fourth Sar Loan Orive, which started on January 18, was successfully 
concluded in the park on *ebruary 29. “hile Ysebruary i> was the official closing, 
purchases made for the remainder of the month were credited in the drive. Yel- 
lowstone finished with credited sales amounting te 245,971.36, as against ite 
quote aesigned by the “youing State Yar Finence Committee of (12,600.00, or 285%. 
Sales to Hational Park Service enployess alene totalled {20,902.56 against the 
Interdepartmental quota of 16,638.85, or 501%. Secause of its outstanding per- 
formance in connection with the Yourth “ar ican, the Yellowstone was again the 
Winnér, as it was in the Third “er Loan ‘rive, of s blague offered by the Governor 
of “yoming for the county cr unit exeseding its quota by the largest amount. ‘the 
park received a quote flag on Yrebruary 11 fer beving exeseded ita quotes in this 
drive, which flag was placed on digpley in the Nemmoth frost Iffice. 


The buffalo reduction progras, which started in the perk on January 10, was 
completed on February 5 and a total of ig) animals was teken from the herd, 397 
through slaughter in the corrals at the Suffelo ranch and 5 through live ship- 
ments, two to the Circle Y Farm at Sarnesy, fo. iakota and one young bull te 
®. L. Cline at Manhatten, Montana. The reduction operations went off in excel- 
lent shape and weather throughout was very fevoreble. Also, the park was for- 
tunate in obtaining two excellent butchers, iyle and «alter celden of sillings, 
to handle the butchering work. <All of the mat and hides resulting from the 
Slaughter in the park was furnished to various Indien agencies in Montana, “yo- 
ming, Worth and South Dakots «nid “angus. 


The elk hunting sexson in Park County will close on Yarch 1. «he mild 

| Weather and snow conditions favorable to the elk were responsible for few ani- 
| mals leaving the park boundaries and the succuss of the season, from the stand- 
| point of the hunters, was in direct sontrast to a year ago. Only le) aninals 
Were acoounted for as having been teken by hunters to the end of !wbrusry, as 
against a kill of 6,539 elk killed by hunters during the lyj2-i.3 season, which 
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 $eagon elogsd an January Liss 1pi36 7 pang for ve. shipments hea: gan on *¢bru- 

| ary 9 and wee concluded on the 23rd. Uecause of the favorable conditions for 

‘| the animals, it was difficult to entice elk inte the aie pens and only 9 /_- 
| suitable for shipzent were captured. one of these was shipped to varshfield, 
Wiseonsin and eight were sent to “ars Hiver, Somtane. Secause of the inability 

of the park to trap a eufficient number, some of the requests received for live 

- elk were not filled. 


Gilbert Lee end Frank ©. NoCarthy, Ceputy Collectors for the Internal 
Revenue Gureau, Helene, spent all day Saturday, !abruary 5, and the morning of 
Sunday, *ebruary 6, assisting Yellowstone and Jardiner residents in the prepars- 
tion of their 19435 income tax returns. the assiztence rendered by these men 
was very helpful to our perk people smi the cooperation on the part of the In- 

_ ternal Sevenue Sureau is very much appreciated. 


a February 25 the park received word that several former Park Service om- 
_ ployess, who enlisted in the U. 0. Coast Guard in the fali ami early winter of 
4 ; 1942, hed received promotions fron sign to Lieutenant (j.c.j). chese include 
M E Assistant Chief iangers Hugh Peyton and Curtis 4. jkinner, District Park Hangers 
‘| gerl & Semingsen, John %. Jay and “ayne %. Alcorn, and Perk fangers frank 
Eowski, Silifam Gi. Hyquist and “alter 5. Gamsiill. Yed Tuttle, of the Fish end 
Wildlife Service, ‘sles has been eaployed at the cade “ish Metehery for a number 
ef years and who enlisted eabout the same tise ae the National Sark Jervice en, 
| was also among those promoted. All of the “are Service sen who enlisted in the 
 Cosst Guard, as well es those who have gone into other branches of the oarvice, 
are giving good acsounts of themselves. 


ae 
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¥embers of the Yellowstone family were greatly shocked when they loerned 

| om February 15 of the death of kr. George Moaxey, thief Counsel for the letional 
Mh Park Service, and his wife, in their anartment in thicago. “Mr. Moskey visited 
the park on several occasions during hig more than 2U years of service with the 
| RBetional Park Service and had been very helpful in many legal matters affecting 
|| the Yellowstone. 


Inspections. Gilbert Lee and Frank %. seclerthy, “epuby Collectors, internal 
| Revenue eeu, lelene, arrivad in the park on February 4 to assist Park Service 
_@aployees in the preparation of the 19,3 Income Tax keturns, departed on the 6th; 
a. Ke Quertrup, in Charge, beer fiver “ildlife Cisease Nesearch otetion, Srichan, 
Utah, whe arrived in the park on January 26 to test buffalo, duparted on *sebru- 
ary 6s Arne Comer, “eological Survey, in Februery 14 to read water geuges and 
Obtain stream measurements; &. 5. Luce, Superintendent, Custer Sattlefield Sat- 
fonmal Cemetery, in February 25, out 26th. 


i j Plans, Meps and Surveys. <A map was prepared for Custer battlefield National 
Cemetery, pe Oe location of recent findings on possible route used by Oonvral 

| Custer from Mier Point te Custer aattlefield. 

Several proposals for addition to the ’roject Construction “rogram were pre- 


id. Compiletion of information required for use on the shuttle cards for work 
ne in the past season was completed. 


: 
~ ¥ 7 
s o As , = : 
s Fi ig oe € 
P » 2 
23 3% i 4 
« 
ea *g , J we 
g 4 
= » 
i . ae ; 
: Fe; & pe 
’ x» = - 2 3 Say Fo! 
= ~ a. # , ~ 
> < : 
me 96 
ey 
cs + 
ee ‘ i 

* ey — ‘ bs i = 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in201i3. 


r ee ed 
s 2 
fe " 5 ot . 
* 2 
: "2 & ee #53 
3 + i 3 Si? as ‘ 
‘ F a 
“ <e ete “ " - 
7 s * * 3 : 
2 > ue 8 
odes “+ = - . 
x ae 
. Ss 5 23 3 - 
; wees - > arene ded © 
Fs * i % 3 FS ¢ 
Ss = ; = 
_ 2 wea ae : ; mE 
er ¢ : 3 Si & : 
. 
- ie % 
a US ed iz he - 
7 +s +" 4 “a - a at 4 sg 
7 ‘ fe agt 4 &* 
. ‘4 ; 
a + - =~ 
2. Ext aot 7 


General Publicity. 4 press release on the completion of the buffalo re- 
suction progras he park was issued on Yebruery 4 and mailed to newapapers 
in the surrounding states. 4 special article on the park, requested by the 
Casper ‘ribune-Herald, for its special annusl edition, was prepared by Assiat- 
ant to the Superintendent Joffe and sent te the paper on february 16. Several 
pictures were furnished, to be used in the special edition. 


| Park Neturalist 2euer showed several reals of park wildlife movies at « 
| meeting of the Fark County Fod and Gun Club in Livingston on rebrusry 14. 


Road Maintenanos. Jeveral light snowstorns develosed through the sonth, 
but only about & inches of snow fell et any one storm. The push typs slow was 
| weed on six different days to clear the road. The snowfall at Cooke has been 
| but very little more than the fall at Mammoth. lc dey labor wes required this 
month. 


| Nany frost boils are showing up between -ardiner and Coske. indications 
=| are that more patching of the oil mat will be required this spring than a year 
Sther Yeaintenance. ‘the reguisr maintenance work on buildings at “emnoth 
|) Waa earried on by the carpenters, painters and plumbers. 


Par Jporerorss The general store at Yamnoth remained open to take care 
| of park residents. 


J. a. Haynes, the authorized park vhotozravher, visited the park from feb- 
| ruary 3 to 6. 


Inerease or Gecrease in Trevel. Two hundred seventy~two pursons entered 
the park during February as compared with 1/42 for the same month in 19/3. the 
{) total visitors entering the park for the travel year is 3,729, as conpared with 
5,761 for 1913, s decrease of 55.57. 


Minety-four cars entered the park in February as covpared with 4; for the 
| game month in 1345. ‘the total cars for this travel year is 1,194, as compared 
| with 2,055 for 19.3, or a decrease of 4h e358 


Visitors. there were ne special visitors in the park during the sonth. 


aaneer. Service. eguler protection patrols visited most of the more remote 
araas @ park during february, where the rangers conducted snow surveys, ob- 
aerved wildlife conditions, end performed other protectian duties. -‘ravel con- 
)| ditions were most unfavoreble eas loose, unpacked snow produced the most diffi- 

| eult skiing encountered in more than a decade. 


| Other protection division activities consisted of completing the bison re- 
duotion, trapping and shipping live elk, hunting patrols of the north boundary, 
end repairing and servicing of equipuent. 


Chief Ranger Barrows weda inspections of the “est Yellowstone, Bashler and 
| Snake River Sistricts. 
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Police Frotection. le lew enforcement cagoz were had during the month. 

cuth sedan confisonted from Eonaid ¢. Stratton, who was arrested with 
Dewey Parker for unlawfully hunting and attempting to kill, frighten or capture 

| elk within the beundaries of the park on Lecember 11, 13» #66 raturned to 

« Stratton upon edvies from U. 0. Comuissioner f. Paul “ileex on Yebrusry 10. 


me F 


Accidents. Ho automobile accidents vecurred in tke park during Pabruary. 


i Wildlife Administration - Sison. the slaughter of bison at the Suffale 

ianch was completed during the afternoon of Sebrusry 5. A total of 297 animals 
disposed of by that swans this year and with the addition of 4 live ship- 
mts @ total of 100 animals waa taken from thu Lemar herd. Shimments of seat 
d hides te various indian agencies ware meade during the sonth as fellows: 


Ageney Bee Shipped sate shipved 


ehioned by 


| Fe. Totten 10 BA Freight, le ©. Le 
il] Becky Boy's 5 o/ ius dxprese 

(| Cheyenne River 20 2/2/ sa Freight, L. Ce Le 

Aa hate nye Wook 19 of: aids Freisht, ne Ce Le 

710 3 ofa, Freight, Le We Le 

33 2/4/45 Freight, fe C. Le 


Qn February 5 three live buffsle were loaded in the receivers’ crates on 
receivers’ trucks at the Suffale feanch and shipped ss fellas: 


J. P. Hagel, Circle Y Farm, Barney, Ne. “akcta é two-year-old sows 
®. Le Clins, Manhattan, Montana 1 two-year-old bull 


the three buffalo shipped alive were found te be free of bruceliosis by 
re i. Be Quortrup, who tested and vaccineted them. 


Snow depths in the Lamar Valley averaged approximately 1, inches at the end 
f the month. The snow renained loose and the bisor were observed te be secure 
hg ample food without undue difficulty. ihe animals did net concentrate on the 
ields and feeding did not appsear to be necessary. 


alk - Hunt Sesgon. Very fow elk from the northern Yeliowstone herd left 

. ring ‘ebruary. the estimated total kill for the season is le5, aeccord- 
mz to the local Jeputy Game “arden. ‘The open hunting season on olk in Park 
County, Montana will clese on arch 1. 


alk eraticns. ‘he trapring of live elk started 

Pe y* “and a total o mals was captured. ‘Three were old tulls whish 
released, ons cow was killed when she crashed through the corral fence, and 
i@ remaining 9 animals were shipped alive. ve to unfavorable conditions fer 
rapping live elk during a light winter, such «x the present ore, the operation 
6% diseentinusd on February cc). 
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The following shipments of live el were made during the morning of Feb- 
y 23:3 


City of Marshfield, ‘isconsin 1 spike bull 
Sarren ‘1. Hughes, “arm Hiver, “ontana 7 cows and 1 eslf 


tre Howard Y%elch, Montana Yoterinary Aosearch Laboratory, Sozesan, ‘ortana, 
| vacoinated the ~ animals for brucellosis before they ware loaded. te was xscom= 
| panied to the park by or. Hadleigh Marsh. 


"a Yiscellaneous. The regular monthly seeting of the Federal Suployees Union 
“| Lecal Eo. GS> was held in the Canteen on February 7. <A Dutch lunch was served 
"| 4n connection with the mesting to welcome in the new officers for the year. 


fwo new employees arrived in the park during the month, vrs. ‘rances Jd. 
Ayers on February 4, and “les ©. Wilma Smith on february 29. Goth are clerks, 
‘| Mes. Ayers suceseding Alice Uvarishkis who was transferred to the U. 6. “aritine 
"| Commission, and Mise Smith succeeding vezalle “. Serr, whe departed om  ebruary 
‘it 18 for transfer to the Director's Offices in thicare. 


i Chureh services were held in the Uhasel on Sunday, “sbrunry 19. <he ser~ 
| wiees were under the direction of Bishor “infred Ziegler of the ‘yoming dlocess 
of the Episcopal Churc:. He was avaisted oy Archdescons “cheil and Severend 
John 8. MeLeaughlin of the Spiscopal Church in Cody. 


w@aand A. Rogers, 
Super intendert. 
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